
Sunday Worship Services 

 Worship will be live streamed each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. on the church YouTube page , and will be 
available thereafter for viewing on the church website.  

 
 On-site in the Sanctuary beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

In-person Worship Guidelines 

We are so excited to be able to welcome you back into the Sanctuary for a return to in-person worship on Sunday, 
May 9. We appreciate your careful attention to this document and the safety protocols we are implementing to 
ensure a safe and comfortable worship experience for all.  

To better prepare you for what to expect as you return to in-person worship in the Sanctuary, here are key guidelines 
that have been put in place to minimize risk to those who wish to worship in person. 

 Reservations are required to attend in-person Sunday Worship. To register online, visit the church website or call 
Amanda Newhart (937-947-0311) from 9:00 a.m. Monday to 3:00 p.m. Friday before a given service. Registration 
will be closed when the maximum number of seating sections (pods) (80) are reached.  (A pod is created when a 
group of people agree to a certain level of protective measures as a condition of physically interacting or 
socializing together.)  Please be prepared to register every member of your pod when you call or go online to 
complete the registration form.  

 Worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. Please arrive between 9:30 and 9:45 a.m. 
 These doors will be unlocked: Front doors, Perry St. door nearest the accessible entrance (elevator).  
 Greeters will be available to assist you at entrances. 
 Masks will be required for everyone (even if vaccinated) age 2 and above.  
 Find your nametag and wear it so that we can recognize one another, even under the masks. 
 Childcare will be provided for children age 4 and under. 
 Social-distancing guidelines must be followed at all times: 6 feet distance between parties 
 Congregational singing will be limited to humming the hymns.              
 Until further notice, we cannot safely bring back choirs. Our service of worship will feature musical elements 

including organ, other instrumental music, and small vocal ensembles. 
 You can place your offering in offering boxes located in the Narthex and near the elevator (Sanctuary level), use 

one the kiosks located in the Narthex, or continue with mail-in contributions and on-line giving; please visit 
www.westminsterdayton.org. 

 Hearing Assist devices are available on the table outside the elevator (Sanctuary level).  Devices are cleaned 
before each worship service. 

 Sunday morning classes (adults and children) will be on hold. Bell Choirs (grades 3-12) and the bell/ Orff 
Instrument group will meet in regular rehearsal rooms from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 We hope to resume Coffee Hour at a later time.  
 
Westminster’s Healthy Gathering Covenant 
As I gather in-person with my Westminster Presbyterian Church family, I promise to uphold this covenant.  

 I WILL…come to worship in the spirit of faith and hope, greeting all with words of welcome and wearing a 
broad smile under my mask.  

 I WILL…abstain from in-person gatherings if I have symptoms that might indicate Covid-19, or have 
knowingly been near someone in the past two weeks who has tested positive for Covid-19. 

 I WILL…wear a mask during all in-person gatherings. 
 I WILL…practice social distancing, which includes refraining from touching and hugging. 
 I WILL…notify one of the church’s pastors if someone in my household tests positive for Covid-19. 

 
Please know that the church is committed to following the  

COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary before each service. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”—Psalm 122:1 
 
 
The church is not the building, or at the very least, it is much more than just the building.     
 
Jesus made this clear when he said, “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  The 
church, then, is wherever God is present with us.  But that of course is everywhere: it is in God that we live and move 
and have our being. 
 
But the church is also wherever the presence of God is longed for, sought after, felt, acknowledged, and celebrated.  
So, yes, the church can be in the heart of someone who yearns for something that he or she doesn’t even have a name 
for yet, and it can also be wherever two or three are gathered in his name.  And that includes online—as much of our 
church together has been during the pandemic.  To me, that has been a great comfort and joy.  It may not have been 
quite the same, but God was with us and we were gathered in his name.  And God is the same, yesterday, today, and 
forever— even when we’re gathered together online.  
 
But now—at last!—that’s about to change.  We will return to in-person worship in our church building beginning on 
Sunday, May 9th.  But please note, if you’re not ready or able to attend in person, the worship service will also be 
broadcast online via livestream.  Whether online or in the building, we will still be the church together.  
 
In planning our return to in-person worship, we have consulted the practices of other churches, as well as the guidance 
of medical experts and public health officials.  And we will continue to reinstate elements of our worship as it becomes 
safe to do so.  On the enclosed sheet, you will find our practices for in-person worship explained, including how to 
make reservations. 
 
The house of the Lord on 125 North Wilkinson is a sacred place.  It will be good to be back together in it.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Richard  

 


