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Service for the Lord’s Day — May 9, 2021 

My vision of the gathered church that had come to me . . . had been replaced by a vision of the gathered  
community. What I saw now was the community imperfect and irresolute but held together by the frayed 
and always fraying, incomplete and yet ever-holding bonds of the various sorts of affection. . . . And yet I 
saw them all as somehow perfected, beyond time, by one another's love, compassion, and forgiveness, as it  
is said we may be perfected by grace.”  
― Wendell Berry, Jayber Crow 

CARILLON PEAL 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC 
Fanfare Francis Jackson 
“Dona Nobis Pacem” (“Grant Us Peace”) Traditional round, arr. Douglas Wagner 
Joyful Praise Hal H. Hopson 
Fanfare from the Sixth Double Concerto Antonio Soler, arr. John Behnke 
Prelude in G William A. Harris 

(During the Call to Worship in Music you are requested to enter into a time of silence,  
actively opening your spirit to God’s presence in your midst.) 

INTROIT - “All God’s People Everywhere” Hebrew melody, arr. Charlotte Lockwood Garden 
All God’s people everywhere, with sweet music fill the air! 
Nations, come, your voices raise to the Lord in hymns of praise! 
Join the angel song, all the worlds to him belong! 
Holy, holy, to our God all glory be! 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP IN WORD The Reverend Nancy S. Hodgkins 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE    
(Please greet your neighbor with a verbal greeting or enthusiastic wave.) 

*HYMN 150 - “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  Madrid 
(Please see last page for the words to this hymn.) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)  
Almighty and merciful God, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts.  
 



We have left undone those things  
which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  
which we ought not to have done. 
 

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Forgive those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to the world  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, 
that we may live a holy, just, and humble life  
to the glory of your holy name. 

 
 

(Silence is kept for personal confession.) 
 

 
All Sing:  
 

 
 

 
 

DECLARATION OF PARDON  
Leader:  Hear the Good News: 
 The mercy of the Lord 
 is from everlasting to everlasting. 
 I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
All:  Amen. 

*GLORIA PATRI (Please hum) H. W. Greatorex 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  The Reverend Anna G. Owens 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON - Psalm 122 Pew Bible, pp. 571-572 OT 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM - “Come Thou, O Lover of My Soul”   Gordon Young 
Come thou, O Lover of my soul, and dwell within 
my heart forever.  Bide with me forever.  Amen. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON - Luke 15:11-24 Pew Bible, pp. 78-79 NT 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON The Reverend Dr. Richard L. Baker, Jr. 
Homecoming 

 

Focus: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!’” —Psalm 122:1 



*STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed (traditional version) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he  
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the  
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING DEDICATION AND PRAYER  

SILENT PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 The Reverend Susan G. Hamilton 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN 344 - “Christ of the Upward Way” Sursum corda 
(Please see last page for the words to this hymn.) 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE - “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” James Manley 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY - Toccata in G Théodore Dubois 
(The Concluding Voluntary is the final Alleluia of our worship. 

You are invited to remain in silence.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   *Please rise in body or spirit. 



MINISTERS 
All members of the Church 

 
STAFF 

Richard L. Baker, Jr. ................................ Pastor/Head of Staff 
John W. Neely ..................................... Assoc. Pastor for Music 
Nancy S. Hodgkins .......... Assoc. Pastor for Youth & Mission 
Susan G. Hamilton ...... Pastoral Affiliate for Congregational Care 
Anna G. Owens ......................... Assoc. Pastor for Spiritual Growth 
Jenne Gross ................................................... Mission Associate 
Brent Manley ................................................... Music Associate 
 

Craig Showalter .................................. Business Administrator 
Amanda Newhart ............... Executive Assistant to Dr. Baker 
Kate Stephenson ............................... Administrative Assistant 
Brittany Campbell ............................ Administrative Assistant 
Wayne King ....................................... Maintenance Supervisor 
George H. McConnel .......................................Pastor Emeritus 

 

Music Participants:  Carillon Bells (John Neely, Director) – Westminster Ringers (Brent Manley, Director) – 
Cynthia Schindler, Soprano; Rachael Boezi, Mezzo Soprano; John Norkus, Tenor; Brent Manley, Baritone – 
John Neely is Organist-Director. 

Masks made for singers are being worn by our vocalists today. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church: 
Where Loving God and Neighbor Is Transforming Lives 

WELCOME! 
 
We are glad you are here worshiping in-person or by 
livestream.  This day has been a long time coming.  Life 
is altered but the one whom we worship, Jesus Christ, is 
the same yesterday and today, and forever!  Grateful for 
this community of faith, we remain joyful in purpose: 
“Where loving God and neighbor is transforming lives.” 
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