
 WESTMINSTER 
Presbyterian Church 

 
August 25, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Once again, I’m writing to you on behalf of the pastors, staff, officers, and leaders of Westminster Presbyterian Church.  And once 
again, my first and most important message is the same: we miss you, and we miss being together as the church in our church 
building. 
 
I wish I didn’t have to be writing you this letter; I wish this pandemic were a thing of the past, as we all hoped it would be by now.  
But it’s not; so I want to update you on our plans for the weeks and months ahead, and in particular our plans for resuming activities 
in our church building. 
 
In resuming such activities, we will be guided by the Ohio Public Health Advisory System and its related guidelines.  On August 20, 
for the first time since the System was instituted, Montgomery County was classified as being in a Level 2 (of four possible Levels) 
Public Emergency with “increased exposure and spread” of COVID-19.  Previously, we have been classified as Level 3 with “very 
high exposure and spread.”  This is a hopeful change.  Nonetheless, the Level 2 guidelines state that we are to “decrease in-person 
interactions outside [the] household.”  So for the time being, we will continue to be the church virtually—through classes, meetings, 
prayer groups, and fellowship times on ZOOM, as well as through online worship, phone calls, cards, and virtual visits. 
 
Even in the midst of the pandemic, we’ve still had lots of activity in the Sanctuary. 
 
Work on the organ continues: the cabinets are being repaired, and the repaired pipes are coming back in small batches. Due to the 
effects of the pandemic on our supplier; however, the project will be finished later than our initial goal of early September. 
 
We are also installing cameras.  Through a number of special gifts to the church, we have been able to purchase three cameras to be 
mounted in our Sanctuary.  When installed, these will enable us to record worship services in our church building, which we plan to 
begin doing in September.  And when we resume in-person worship services, the cameras will enable us to livestream the services to 
those who are not yet able to attend. 
 
On Sunday, August 2, we were able to celebrate communion together virtually from the Sanctuary.  Using only a laptop computer to 
transmit the ZOOM feed, and with the scaffolding rising behind us, we nonetheless were united with God and one another through 
the sacrament and the work of the Holy Spirit.  That made a world of difference.   
 
As I mentioned in my earlier letter, when we do resume in-person worship in our Sanctuary— 
“as long as we are in this pandemic—we will need to practice social distancing and follow other required precautions.  So it will be 
different—different from what we have known and loved.  But I trust the Holy Spirit will enable us to overcome such distance, just 
as when we celebrated communion together virtually.   
 
In the meantime, we will continue to pray: for you and our church; for our community, nation, and world; for all those who are 
suffering and grieving; for all those facing economic and personal hardship.  We will be praying that God’s justice and peace will 
prevail in our world, and that we, as God’s church, will be part of that. 
 
I ask you to continue to pray and to continue to be part of the church virtually—through Westminster Notes and our website, as well 
as through online worship and the many other ways that we gather as God’s people.   
 
Again, we miss you and miss being together with you.  But we have all the reason in the world for hope: in Jesus Christ, God is with us. 
 
On behalf of the Staff and Session, and in Christ, 
 

 
 
Richard 
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